
Federal Hate Crimes  
Title 18, United States Code-- 
Section 241:  Conspiracy to Violate Civil Rights 
Section 245:  Interference with Federally Protected Activities 
Section 249:  Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Act 

 

18 U.S.C. Section 247:  Church Arson Prevention Act 
Title 42 U.S.C. Section 3631:  Interference with Housing Rights 

 

TRUE THREATS: 
True threats encompass those statements where the speaker means to communicate a serious expression of an 
intent to commit an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual or group of individuals. Watts v. United 
States, 394 U.S. 705, 708 (1968) 
 
Federal jurisdiction is statute based.  If the criminal conduct meets the federal statutory elements, the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office may prosecute the conduct.  
 
Contact at U.S. Attorney’s Office, Western District of Washington 
Ye-Ting Woo, Assistant United States Attorney 
Criminal Division, Terrorism and Violent Crimes Unit 
Civil Rights Coordinator 
Ye-Ting.Woo@usdoj.gov 
 


